
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

Thank you for the honor of serving as your state representative in Olympia.

The last two sessions resulted in some important accomplishments. 
Education funding is at historic levels. We successfully negotiated a 
solution to the state Supreme Court’s Hirst decision. We passed both a 
biennial and supplemental capital budget funding a number of projects 
for the 13th District. 

I continue to focus on combatting wildfires, providing a safe environment 
for our young people, and working on aviation-related legislation. I was 
able to get a number of bills signed into law in those areas. 

I am excited to share an overview of the accomplishments we were able 
to achieve in the Legislature the last couple of sessions. I appreciate 
your feedback and welcome any emails, phone calls, letters or visits. I 
encourage you to keep in touch.  

Sincerely,

Tom Dent
13th District Representative

DISTRICT OFFICE:

326 S Cedar St., Suite A 
Moses Lake, WA 98837 
(509) 766-6525

OLYMPIA OFFICE: 

437 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
(360) 786-7932

EMAIL:  
Tom.Dent@leg.wa.gov 

WEBSITE:  
RepresentativeTomDent.com

COMMITTEES:

Early Learning & Human Services 
(Ranking Minority Member)

Agriculture & Natural Resources 
(Asst Ranking Minority Member)

         

2018 Legislative Review
Representative Tom Dent
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 13

13TH DISTRICT CAPITAL BUDGET PROJECTS

The Hirst agreement early in session 
broke the stalemate on the biennial 
capital budget. This budget included a 
number of significant projects around 
the 13th District:   

•	 Washington State Horse Park 
Covered Arena;

•	 Larson Playfield lighting 
renovation in Moses Lake;

•	 Industrial Park No. 5 water system 
improvements in George;

•	 Industrial Park No. 5 road 
improvements in George;

•	 City View in Moses Lake conver-
sion to residential treatment;

•	 Quincy wastewater project;
•	 Harrington School District pool 

renovation;

•	 Clymer Museum and Gallery 
remodel; and

•	 Teanaway Working Forest.

Central Washington University will 
also benefit from the capital budget, in 
particular funding for their Nutrition 
Science Building.

The supplemental capital budget 
we passed at the end of the session 
includes other projects for our region. 
I was able to get $500,000 for the Grant 
County Fairgrounds Rodeo Arena. 
The money will go to replacing the 
bleachers. There is also funding for the 
Damman School, Lincoln County E911 
in Davenport, the Ellensburg rodeo 
project and the Roslyn Community 
and Cultural Center.



Bills passed into law
From an individual standpoint, the last two sessions have 
been very successful. The governor signed eight of my 
bills, and companions or versions of three other bills.  
I worked with colleagues across the aisle to ensure there 
was strong, bipartisan support for my legislation. Here is a 
breakdown of the bills I had pass the last two sessions.    

Duties of the wildland fire advisory committee. House 
Bill 2561 authorizes the commissioner of public lands 
to direct the wildland fire advisory committee to review, 
analyze, and make recommendations on the wildfire 
prevention, response, and suppression activities. The 
committee will also evaluate the existing fire mobilization 
process and identify potential efficiencies or other reforms 
that may lead to a more effective, coordinated wildfire 
response.

Elk pilot project. House Bill 1353 
commissions a pilot project focusing 
on reducing highway collisions with 
elk. We have elk in farmer’s yards, hay 
barns, and crossing I-90, which is a 
huge public safety problem. In 2016, 
about 60 elk were killed. The pilot 
project is underway and we are finally 
working to address this dangerous 
situation.

Establishing a foster parent “Bill of 
Rights.” The idea behind House Bill 
2785 was the result of a meeting I 
had with a foster parent group in the 
13th District. The new law requires 
the Department of Children, Youth, 
and Families to provide foster parents 
with a list of foster parent rights and 
responsibilities at orientation before 
licensure, when they receive their li-
cense, and at license renewal. We want 
to make sure those who want to be fos-
ter parents and those who are licensed 
foster parents know what their rights 
and responsibilities are. 

Increasing grant amounts for aviation 
projects. It has been 35 years since the 
maximum grant amount has changed 
for aviation projects. However, we 
were able to achieve that with House 
Bill 1018, increasing the maximum 
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grant amounts from $250,000 to $750,000 for general avi-
ation projects provided by the Washington State Depart-
ment of Transportation (WSDOT).  

Creating specialty aviation license plates. House Bill 
1400 allows for aviation plates for those who want to show 
support for the aviation industry. The money from each 
plate will go to support infrastructure improvements at 
public-use airports in Washington state.

Washington State Beef Commission. House Bill 
2073 improves the accountability and oversight of 
the commission’s finances. It also prioritizes the 
commission’s responsibilities – promotion, research and 
education related to health and disease control of beef, 
and promoting increased consumption of beef and beef 
products.

Assisting small forest landowners. House Bill 1924 
exempts small forest landowners from some of the 

provisions in the Farm Labor Contractor 
Act. The old system was not user-
friendly. This legislation assists small 
forest landowners in reducing wildfire 
risk on their property.

Reducing the bureaucracy at the De-
partment of Social and Health Services 
(DSHS).  In an effort to streamline 
services, House Bill 1819 calls for the 
department to review its rules, policies 
and procedures to reduce documenta-
tion and paperwork requirements. This 
allows staff and mental health profes-
sionals can spend more time working 
directly with patients and clients.

Irrigation district public-private part-
nerships. Last year, Sen. Judy Warnick  
and I had identical bills, Senate Bill 
5261 and House Bill 1578, pass through 
the Legislature. The governor signed her 
version of the bill. The important part is, 
we got the bill passed. It is a pro-energy, 
pro-jobs bill that enables irrigation dis-
tricts to enter into public-private part-
nerships for new energy infrastructure, 
including hydroelectric projects. The 
partnerships will allow for the creation 
of thousands of family-wage construc-
tion jobs in our region, and additional 
permanent jobs once power is added to 
the grid with the hydro projects.Rep. Dent during foster care 

rally in Olympia.



Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families 
In 2017, we passed landmark legislation restructuring 
existing early learning, child welfare and juvenile justice 
agencies into a single department — the Department of 
Children, Youth, and Families.

“... an important step forward allowing us to 
start establishing more accountability and 
transparency in our social services.”

Leading the negotiations on this issue for the caucus 
was a tough undertaking, but very important. I have an 
enthusiasm for children and the issues affecting our 
youth. While this legislation is not perfect, it was an 
important step forward allowing us to start establishing 
more accountability and transparency in our social 
services. It reduces the size of the DSHS and helps ensure 
children, youth and families receive the necessary 
prevention and intervention services.

Wanapum fish permits. House Bill 2555 would have 
provided the director of the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (DF&W) the authority to issue permits to the 
Wanapum Indians for freshwater food fish for ceremonial 
and subsistence purposes. It did not pass. However, it 
was amended onto another bill. The legislation does not 
provide preferential treatment to the Wanapum tribe. 
Other tribes have this authority and it does not give them 
the authority to fish commercially.

Harbor Maintenance Tax. Late in the 2017 session, 
I introduced House Joint Memorial (HJM) 4012. 
requesting Congress reform the Harbor Maintenance 
Tax (HMT) to ensure federal tax policy is not putting our 
U.S. ports and maritime cargo at a disadvantage. The 
memorial also requested greater equity to ports through 
expanded uses of the HMT revenues. My HJM 4012 died 
in the Senate this year, but its companion bill, Senate Joint 
Memorial 8008, did pass the Legislature.  

No new taxes! During the legislative session, the Economic 
and Revenue Forecast Council reported Washington state is expecting to 
bring in an additional $2.3 billion over the next four years. Despite the 
strong revenue forecast we had proposals in front of us to increase taxes. 
We were able to defeat the governor’s carbon/energy tax, and kept a 
capital gains income tax out of the operating budget. 

With the current taxpayer dollars coming into the state coffers 
there is no reason to be raising taxes of any kind.

Hirst solution 
Reaching an agreement on the state Supreme Court Hirst 
decision may have been the single most important issue 
we needed to address this session and we were able to 
do that two weeks into the session. With a Hirst solution 
the majority of the existing wells of the 13th District will 
be grandfathered in and have the same standing as they 
did prior to the state Supreme Court ruling on in-stream-
flow rules. That means if you had been waiting to build 
you can now obtain a building permit to do so!  In Kittitas 
County the pilot project on well meters, that was already 
in place before the Hirst agreement, will continue with 
state-funded meters on new wells.



2017 National Child Health 
Advocate of the Year Award
In December I received the 2017 Advocate of 
the Year Award from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP). The award was one of only two 
distributed by the AAP across the country. I am 
truly humbled by this award. Children’s mental 
health issues are not partisan or political. It is about 
solutions. Having a child who battled mental health 
issues and having had foster kids who have also 
struggled with mental health, has helped me gain 
an understanding of the issues and realize we must 
do a better job of addressing the mental health 
needs of our youth.
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Rep. Dent receives 2017 Advocate of the Year Award from 
the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
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