
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

I hope this end of session review finds you healthy and safe. It has been a challenging couple of 
years dealing with the pandemic.

The legislative sessions have also been a challenge. The last two years, we have worked mostly 
virtual – no constituent meetings in the legislative buildings, committee hearings using the Zoom 
platform, and we didn’t have more than a handful of legislators on the House floor until about 
halfway through the 2022 session. There has been a lack of communication and bipartisanship. I 
spent most of the legislative session in Olympia. I could still meet with colleagues, attend caucus in 
person, and was able to debate and vote on the House floor the last few weeks.  

While the remote setting has been detrimental to the legislative process, I have always been one 
to work with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle. I am a people person and enjoy sitting down 
to discuss legislative issues or just getting to know the people I work with – regardless of party or 
district. I look forward to a normal session in 2023 so we can get things done in a more 
bipartisan manner. 

I am honored and love working for the people of the 13th District. Your support and input 
throughout the year is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Dent
State Representative 
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UNSUSTAINABLE STATE SPENDING
I am concerned about the continued trend of spending in our state. 
Spending has almost doubled since I took office in 2015, fueling the 
growth of state government, and creating pressure to raise taxes even 
further. This growth is unsustainable. 

The 2022 supplemental operating budget increases spending to about $65 
billion in 2021-23, a $6.1 billion increase to current spending levels. State 
spending is now $12.5 billion or 24% higher than the 2019-21 levels.

It was disappointing that despite more than a $15 billion budget 
surplus, no meaningful tax relief was provided to Washington taxpayers.

As the state continues down a path of record spending, how can I be 

sure my constituents in the 13th District are getting the services they 
need or rely on from our state government? There needs to be some 
accountability measures in place. Instead, this budget adds more than 
1,300 items of new spending. 

House Republicans put together a budget framework, “SAFE 
Washington,” to demonstrate critical needs can be met while not 
spending every dollar. It would have delivered billions of dollars in 
ongoing funding for transportation projects, cut taxes and still left a 
four-year surplus of $2.1 billion compared to the majority party’s ending 
four-year balance of $348 million. It is possible to be fiscally responsible 
and diligent with taxpayer dollars. 

I was able to get my House Bill 2053 into the budget as a proviso. 
This legislation would have created a work group to study the root 
causes of increasing behavioral health issues across Washington. 
Unfortunately, the governor vetoed the legislation, stating the funding 
provided was insufficient to complete the study. 

Mental and behavioral health are affecting many aspects of our 
communities, and it has been exacerbated by the pandemic shutdowns. 
The operating budget has almost doubled since I was elected in 2015, 
yet the governor claims there is not enough money to take a deeper 
look into the mental issues in our communities. It comes down to 
priorities. The veto was disappointing and unnecessary.

TRANSPORTATION BUDGET
The supplemental transportation budget has always been an example 
of working together in a bipartisan manner. However, this session, that 
was not the case. I supported the spending plan as it provides funding 
to keep our transportation system functioning and the day-to-day 
operations of our state transportation agencies such as the Department 
of Transportation and the Washington State Patrol.

I was able to get a $150,000 budget proviso included in the spending 
plan that extends the Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission 
(CACC). This commission is tasked with identifying and exploring 
the feasibility of building another commercial airport like Sea-Tac or 
expanding existing airports to accommodate the increased air travel. 
Their timeline has been pushed back due to the pandemic.

MOVE AHEAD WASHINGTON
I could not support the majority’s partisan massive transportation 
package, Move Ahead Washington. For starters, the 16-year, $17 
billion plan transfers money from the state’s Public Works Assistance 
Account (PWAA). 

The revolving PWAA provides low- and no-interest loans to cities and 
counties to pay for local projects such as water, sewer, and broadband, 
so communities can build housing and create economic development 
and opportunities. 

The transfer of the public works dollars is not the only reason I could 
not support this plan. Other concerns include:

• It would increase fees by as much as $2.3 billion on things such as 
car/motorcycle license plates and driver’s licenses.

• It would only allocate $3 billion for maintenance and preservation. 
The Department of Transportation shared with the House 
Transportation Committee that $10 billion over 10 years is needed.

• It is heavy on transit, electric ferries, passenger rail and bicycle 
trails but does not do much for Eastern Washington’s highways 
and bridges that need preservation and repair.

• Under this proposal, only electric vehicles may be purchased, sold, 
or registered in Washington state after vehicle model year 2030.

We introduced a transportation package before session that would not 
have raised taxes or fees. It moved away from the old and obsolete way 
of budgeting for transportation and accomplished our transportation 
objectives within existing revenue. We tried to work in a bipartisan 
manner with our colleagues who were aware of our plan.

I would add in the majority party’s revenue package, taxes were 
increased on aviation fuel from the current 11 cents to 18 cents a 
gallon beginning on July 1, 2022. In the past, the increases were 
phased in over several years. This increase will be all at once. It is 
projected the new tax will generate about $1.6 million a year. I offered 
an amendment to remove the new tax on aviation fuel and replace it 
with language from my House Bill 1290, which would divert funding 
for aviation from existing tax revenue.

The amendment failed. So, the current fuel tax increase remains in 
place. The money generated over 16 years for aviation under the 
transportation package will be about $25.6 million, compared to $70.4 
million from my amendment – using existing tax dollars.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2053&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1290&Initiative=false&Year=2021


CAPITAL BUDGET
The capital budget is our jobs budget. It puts people to work by investing 
in the construction of public buildings, K-12 schools, mental health 
facilities, low-income housing, and other projects across Washington. 
Investing in mental health is very important, but I am concerned about 
how we are spending those dollars. Mental and behavioral health issues 
are increasing in many aspects of our communities. We need to ensure 
services are accessible and operating efficiently and effectively now more 
than ever.

The bipartisan supplemental capital budget spends $1.5 billion, including 
more than $40 million for the 13th District. It includes important projects 
such as rebuilding the Almira school ($12.99 million) which recently 
burned to the ground, the Crescent School District ($5 million), the 
Springwood Ranch in Kittitas County ($10 million), and money for the 
emergency helipad in Sprague ($103,000) and many other projects. 

These projects are in addition to the $10 million in critical community 
projects for the four-county district, and the more than $80 million in 
other infrastructure improvements for schools, parks, and environmental 
projects we secured last session.

MAJORITY PARTY STOPS 
DEBATE ON EMERGENCY 
POWERS REFORM
Emergency powers reform was the top issue I heard about from 
constituents this year. The inaction on this issue was the biggest 
disappointment of the session. 

I introduced House Bill 1060 at the start of the 2021 session that 
would simply require legislative approval to extend a gubernatorial 
proclamation of a state of emergency. It didn’t get a public hearing. Since 
then, there have been many other legislative proposals to bring some 
balance to our state government. 

This session, the Senate did pass a watered-down version of emergency 
powers, Senate Bill 5909. The bill did very little to truly change 
emergency powers of the governor but passed the Senate and came 
to the House. The Speaker of the House brought the bill up for debate 
in the House just after 1 a.m. on March 4. We were prepared to debate 
the merits of the emergency powers and offer amendments to make the 
legislation stronger. 

After 20 minutes of debate, the Speaker stopped debate and the bill 
eventually died. This has not been a priority for many legislators. 

We need our colleagues across the aisle to work with us to address 
the imbalance in our state government. Washington now enters year 
three under a state of emergency despite businesses being open, mask 
mandates being lifted, and large events taking place across the state. A 
governor, Republican or Democrat, should not wield that much power.

MAKING OUR COMMUNITIES 
SAFE
Republicans and Democrats did work together to address some of the 
problems created by the majority party’s police reforms passed in 2021. 
Some of the policies passed included: 

• House Bill 2037 clarifies the definitions of when an officer can 
use physical force. 

• House Bill 1719 reverses a ban on less lethal and certain calibers 
of ammunition. 

• House Bill 1735 allows an officer to intervene and use force 
if needed for safety reasons when the person is experiencing a 
mental health crisis.

It was a disappointment a final agreement could not be reached on 
Senate Bill 5919 that would have allowed officers to engage in 
vehicular pursuits when there is reasonable suspicion a person in the 
vehicle has committed a crime. Restoring the tools we have given law 
enforcement is essential for a civilized society.

SECOND AMENDMENT 
RIGHTS
I heard from many of you during the session regarding legislation 
threatening our Second Amendment rights. Three bills passed this session 
I find problematic, including:

• Senate Bill 5078 concerns the sale of ammunition magazines.

• House Bill 1705 concerns the manufacture and sale of ghost guns, 
and unfinished frames and receivers. 

• House Bill 1630 concerns banning open-carry firearms and 
limiting locations you could carry concealed firearms.

This legislation will end up penalizing law-abiding, responsible 
gun owners. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1060&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5909&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2037&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1719&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1735&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5919&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5078&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1705&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1630&Initiative=false&Year=2021


13TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
REP. DENT’S LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

REPRESENTATIVE
TOM

DENT

P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504

 

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
SEATTLE, WA

PERMIT NO. 1885

LD13

PROTECTING OUR 
AGRICULTURE LANDS
The governor’s House Bill 1838 would have placed mandatory riparian 
buffers for salmon recovery habitat, eliminating all agricultural uses 
within 150 to 250 feet from the edges of streams and floodplains. If 
you farm or own land with natural resources, this legislation would 
have been devastating. Large pieces of farmland would have been 
taken out of production, negatively impacting our state’s food supply, 
and increasing costs at the grocery store. I am involved with a group of 
legislators and others who are working on a solution. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Below is a preview of some of the legislation and the issues I will be 
working on this interim, including: 

• House Bill 1936 would have streamlined the Department of 
Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) Oversight Board and added 
a subcommittee to ensure we are filling these important positions 
with qualified individuals.  

• House Bill 1945 would have required DCYF to develop 
and implement a caregiver liaison program for improving 
communication between the department, caregivers, and primarily 
foster parents. This stems from the tragic story of Oakley Carlson. 
She was a foster child who was returned to her biological parents 
and has since disappeared.

• House Bill 1993 would have created a pesticide advisory board 
and ensured there is significant community and stakeholder 
engagement. It is critical we have input and feedback from those 
who use and are impacted by pesticides. 

• House Bill 1712 would allow sponsors of municipal airports 
another option to manage their airport. We are considering 
expanding management options.

I continue to take the lead on many aviation-related issues including 
improving the aviation infrastructure of our airports and helping to 
provide significant potential benefits for the aviation and aerospace 
community through new industry and job creation in Washington state. 
Aviation and aerospace add $100 billion to our economy annually. 

In March, we had the first meeting of the Aviation Aerospace Advisory 
Committee. This was created by the proviso I was able to get in the 
transportation budget last year. Committee members represent all 
segments of the aviation and aerospace industries. It is a brain trust 
the industry has never seen before. I am very excited for what this 
committee will be able to accomplish!

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1838&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1936&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1945&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1993&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1712&Initiative=false&Year=2021

